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A.G.T.  Aids 
Pipe  TV 
Into  Banff 


A  lineman  is  shown  working  on 
a  home  connection  leading  from  the 
main  co-axial  TV  cable  strung  on 
a  Banff  Alberta  Government  Tele- 
phone pole. 

One  form  of  "piped-in"  television 
reception  is  being  afforded  the  resi- 
dents of  Banff,  through  the  efforts 
of  a  private  firm  and  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Alberta  Government 
Telephones. 

Due  to  the  location  of  the  tovra, 
surrounded  by  mountains  that  inter- 
fere with  normal  reception,  Banff 
residents  could  not  normally  receive 
television  on  their  home  sets.  A 
Calgary  firm  set  up  a  master  an- 
tennae on  a  nearby  mountain, 
which  received  the  TV  waves  after 
having  been  "bounced"  or  reflected 
from  the  face  of  another  mountain. 

The  subsequent  reception  is  con- 
ducted, by  co-axial  cable  to  the 
various  homes  in  the  town,  on  pay- 
ment of  a  monthly  fee.  The  Alberta 
Government  Telephones  has  given 
permission  for  use  of  its  poles  in 
carrying  the  co-axial  line. 


^  \ 

New  Act  Will  Help  Equalize  | 
Assessments  In  Province  | 

Inequalities  of  tax  assessments  within  and  among  Alberta  municipal- 
ities are  to  be  ironed  out  by  two  new  Statutes  which  came  into  force  July  1. 
The  Assessment  and  Appeal  Board  Act  will  replace  the  Alberta  Muni- 
cipal Assessment  Commission  Act  and  deals  with  the  appointment  of  an 
appeal  Board  which  will  have  the  same  functions  as  those  now  held  by 
the  Alberta  Assessment  Commission.  The  Appeal  Board  will  continue 
in  the  future  as  the  Assessment  Commission  has  done  in  the  past  to  hear 
property  assessment  appeals  in  all  municipalities  throughout  the  Province. 

The  Municipalities  Assessment  and  Equalization  Act  provides  for 
the  appointment  of  an  Assessment  Equalization  Board  and  the  duties  of 
this  body  will  be  to  establish  equalized  assessments  in  all  municipalities, 
including  cities. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a  revised  Assessment  Manual  will  be  made 
available  by  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs  and  will  have  applica- 
tion in  cities  as  well  as  all  other  municipalities.  Property  assessments  will 
be  carried  out  in  accordance  with  this  Manual  and  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Assessment  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs.  The 
ultimate  aim  of  this  program  is  to  eliminate  insofar  as  possible  many  of 
the  differences  arising  under  the  old  system. 

If  all  real  property  assessments  in  the  Province  are  determined  on  a 
uniform  basis  a  central  Equalization  Board  should  then  be  in  a  position  to 
equalize  assessments  by  using  weighted  factors  applicable  across  the 
Province.  Resultant  assessments  should  be  as  fair  and  equitable  as  it 
possible  to  achieve. 

The  right  of  the  individual  property  owner  to  complain  to  the 
Court  of  Revision  or  the  Assessment  Appeal  Board  will  continue,  but  only 
municipalities  will  have  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Assessment  Appeal  Board 
from  any  equalized  assessment. 

During  recent  years  mounting  attention  has  been  directed  by  muni- 
cipal and  government  officials  towards  the  whole  field  of  assessment. 
Not  only  do  assessment  rolls  provide  the  revenue  to  be  obtained  from 
taxation  but  they  also  determine  the  basis  of  requisition  projects,  provincial 
government  grants  to  a  degree,  as  well  as  municipal  borrowing  power. 

Extended  financial  assistance  in  conducting  assessments  also  comes 
into  vogue  with  the  new  legislation.  The  Provincial  Government  may  now 
contribute  one-half  of  the  cost  of  assessment  work  conducted  in  towns 
and  villages  as  well  as  rural  municipalities.  Previously  this  assistance  was 
confined  to  work  carried  out  by  Departmental  Assessors. 


Travel  Book 
Rates  Alberta 
Accommodation 

The  new  80-page  pocket-sized 
Accommodation  Booklet  issued  by 
the  Alberta  Travel  Bureau  has  re- 
cently come  off  the  press  and  is 
being  distributed  to  major  tourist 
centers. 

The  booklet  hsts,  with  a  star 
rating,  all  motels  in  the  province, 
outlining  their  accommodation  fa- 
cilities and  rates.  The  new  star 
rating  is  common  to  Saskatchewan, 
Alberta  and  British  Columbia,  so 
travellers  may  have  a  constant  judg- 
ment on  quality  of  accommodation. 

The  book  also  lists  hotels,  resorts, 
trailer  parks  and  camp  grounds  in 
Alberta,  with  their  rates  and  con- 
densed information  on  facilities 
offered  by  each. 

Copies  of  the  book  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Alberta  Travel 
Bureau,  Legislative  Building,  Ed- 
monton. 


WITHIN  OUR 
BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publi- 
cation designed  to  acquaint  the 
people  of  the  Province  with  the 
administration  and  services  of  the 
Alberta  Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the 
republishing  of  any  material,  but  a 
credit  line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  mailing  ad- 
dress label  on  the  front  of  this  issue. 
No  charge  is  made  for  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  and  new  readers  are  in- 
vited to  forward  their  names  and 
addresses  to  "Within  Our  Borders," 
Legislative  Building,  Edmonton. 
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Banff  Mountain  Top  Site  of  Nucl 


ope 


For  the  past  few  preparatory 
months  and  for  the  next  official 
eighteen  months  starting  July  1, 
some  5,000  scientists  in  55  partici- 
pating countries  will  be  making 
intensive  studies  of  the  earth,  and 
its  atmospheric  surroundings,  as 
part  of  a  comprehensive  program 
known  as  the  International  Geo- 
physical Year.  Alberta  will  be  well 
represented  in  the  program  through 
its  topographic  peculiarities  that 
lend  themselves  to  location  of  ob- 
servation and  research  stations. 

Most  spectacular  of  the  Alberta 
research  stations  is  the  cosmic  ray 


by  Dr.  D.  C.  Rose,  B.Sc,  M.Sc, 
PhD.,  head  of  the  cosmic  ray  re- 
search group,  division  of  pure  phy- 
sics, the  National  Research  Council, 
Ottawa,  and  Chairman  of  Canada's 
International  Geophysical  Year 
Committee. 

He  is  assisted  by  Technician 
Murray  McCullough,  one  of  whose 
jobs  is  driving  the  power  wagon 
up  the  precipitous  and  rocky  track 
to  the  top.  The  "road"  has  been 
made  bv  blasting  it  from  the  sheer 
face  of  the  mountain  and  is  trav- 
elled only  twice  daily,  once  as  the 
scientists  go  up  to  the  tower  in 


X; 


Some  7,500  feet  above  sea  level,  this  small  structure  atop 
Sulphur  Mountain  at  Banff  hoizses  the  delicate  instruments  used  to 
measure  cosmic  radiation  as  part  of  Canada's  share  in  the  Interna- 
tional Geophysical  Year  study  of  the  earth. 


study  station  stop  Sulphur  Moun- 
tain at  Banff.  Precariously  perched 
on  the  granite  peak,  the  compact 
laboratory  houses  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  fragile  and  spe- 
cially constructed  equipment  de- 
signed and  built  by  workers  of  the 
National  Research  Council. 

Banks  of  specially  designed 
geiger  counters  called  "cosmic  ray 
telescopes",  are  the  basic  measur- 
ing equipment.  They  are  attached 
to  automatic  recording  machines 
which  faithfully  keep  track  of  bursts 
of  cosmic  energy  believed  coinci- 
dental with  unexplained  flare-ups 
on  the  sun's  surface.  Such  flares 
will  furiously  activate  the  tele- 
scopes. Since  measurements  were 
started  in  the  middle  1930's,  five 
such  flare-ups  have  been  recorded. 
They  are  associated  with  solar  flares 
which  cause  intense  and  prolonged 
interruptions  of  radio  and  telephone 
transmission  throughout  the  world. 
Last  one  was  recorded  February  23, 
1956. 

Study  of  the  solar  cosmic  energy 
parallels  in  many  cases  study  of 
nuclear  energy  in  atomic  research. 
For  instance,  a  proton  accelerator 
is  being  planned  now  with  a  capa- 
city of  30  billion  electron  volts. 
Biggest  now  in  use  is  eight  billion 
electron  volts.  Some  cosmic  "rays" 
have  energies  of  10^*  electron 
volts. 

Normally,  the  Sulphur  Mountain 
station,  one  of  four  in  Canada  and 
one  of  50  in  the  program,  is  man- 
aged by  Dr.  B.  G.  Wilson.  While 
he  was  on  holiday  last  month,  oper- 
tion  of  the  station  was  taken  over 


the  morning  and  again  as  they 
decend  at  night.  Hopes  are  held 
the  road  will  be  improved  some- 
what in  the  future,  for  Dr.  Rose 
anticipates  the  Sulphur  Mountain 
station  will  operate  for  the  next 
eleven  years,  a  period  known  as  a 
solar  cycle. 

Secondary  research  at  the  moun- 
tain peak  station  is  into  the  iono- 


Twice  a  day  the  sturdy  power  wagon  takes  the  scientists  over  the 
trail  blasted  from  the  rocky  face  of  the  mountain  where  a  mechanical 
failure  could  have  serious  consequences.  Often  the  road  is  contested 
by  mountain  sheep. 


radio  impulses  on  a  superior  basis 
than  that  now  used. 

Two  physicists  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Alberta  are  also  engaged  in 
ICY  research.  Dr.  G.  H.  Garland 
is  spending  the  summer  at  a  glacial 
site  near  the  Yukon.  Measurements 
into  the  growth  and  decline  of 
glaciers,  their  speed  and  other  fac- 
tors will  complement  his  survey  of 
the  earth's  gravity. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Gowan,  also  of  the 
physics  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Alberta,  is  engaged  in  a 
study  of  measurement  of  atmos- 
pheric ozone.  He  has  been  active 
in  this  particular  field  of  research 
for  some  years.  During  the  ICY,  sta- 
tions to  measure  atmospheric  ozone 
have  been  established  at  Mosso- 
mee,  Fort  Resolute  and  Alert  Bay. 

Dr.  Gowan  has  also  been  investi- 


gating solar  ultraviolet  radiation. 
Careful  standardization  of  instru- 
ments is  necessary  in  this  study,  as 
readings  will  be  taken  in  Europe 
and  Africa  as  well  as  elsewhere  on 
this  continent. 

Other  ancilliary  studies  are  being 
made  by  various  bureaus  and  sta- 
tions in  Alberta  to  support  intense 
research  elsewhere.  For  example, 
careful  measurement  of  the  north- 
ern lights  is  being  made  by  J.  Kin- 
iski  of  the  Edmonton  Meteorologi- 
cal Station,  to  be  added  to  data 
gathered  from  other  observation 
points  across  Canada.  At  Meanook, 
the  Dominion  Magnetic  Observa- 
tory is  participating  in  the  IGY 
studies  by  making  available  read- 
ings from  its  instruments  to  enquir- 
ing and  participating  special  re- 
search groups.  • 


sphere.  Regular  and  steady  radio 
transmission  from  Yellowknife  is 
recorded  on  a  tape.  Periodic  lapses 
in  reception,  under  given  condi- 
tions, could  give  radio  experts  a 
clue  to  means  by  which  the  iono- 
sphere might  be  used  to  transmit 


The  quick  flutter  of  signal  lights,  the  clicking  of  automatic  rec- 
orders and  the  hum  of  electrical  apparatus  hard  at  work  character- 
izes the  interior  of  the  cosmic  study  laboratory.  Dr.  Rose  is  shown 
at  his  desk  studying  data  obtained  through  these  instruments.  In  center 
background  is  the  cosmic  "telescope"  of  banked  geiger  counters,  used 
to  measure  radiation  received  at  hi^h  altitudes.  Foreground,  right, 
Murray  McCullough  adjusts  setting  on  another  instrument. 
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Chimneys  Mark  Location 
First  Rocky  Mt.  House 


Three  miles  southwest  of  the 
town  of  Rocky  Mountain  House 
stand  these  twin  chimneys.  Their 
history  is  hnked  with  exploits  of 
their  builder,  David  Thompson. 
They  mark  the  site  where  famed 
geographer  and  mapmaker  built  a 
fort  to  trade  with  Indians  some  150 
years  ago.  These  natural  stone 
chimneys  are  preserved  to  recall  the 
era  of  the  white  man's  push  across 
the  western  wilderness  and  on  to 
the  Pacific. 

Citizens  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
House  regard  Thompson  as  the 
town's  first  resident.  The  earliest 
fort  was  built  in  1799,  as  a  base  of 
fur  trading  operations  for  the  North 
West  Company.  To  this  spot  David 
Thompson  brought  his  bride  and 
began  raising  a  family.  While  living 
there  he  made  numerous  side  jour- 
neys in  surveying,  but  the  central 
quest  was  for  a  pass  over  the 
Rockies  and  a  waterway  to  the 
western  ocean. 


The  original  Rocky  Mountain 
House  fort  was  located  slightly 
nearer  the  junction  of  the  Clear- 
water and  North  Saskatchewan 
rivers.  Indian  bands  opposed  to 
Thompson's  trading  with  tribes 
from  the  other  side  of  the  moun- 
tains twice  burned  the  structure  to 
the  ground.  The  third  post,  remains 
of  which  are  the  two  chimneys,  was 
therefore  located  in  a  more  strategic 
spot  close  by. 

Thomson  spent  the  winters  of 
1800-1801,  1801-02  and  1806-07  at 
Rocky  Mountain  House.  Several  at- 
tempts to  find  a  western  waterway 
to  the  Pacific  had  been  thwarted. 
However,  in  the  latter  year  circum- 
stances enabled  a  better  expedition 
and  the  search  was  successful. 
Thompson  was  the  first  white  man 
to  cross  the  mountains  and  navigate 
the  mighty  Columbia  from  its 
estuary  to  its  headwaters  far  to  the 
northeast  in  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. • 


Pension  Benefits 
Mailed  Quickly 

No  delay  was  experienced  by 
Alberta  citizens  in  their  receipt  of 
newly  increased  pensions  and  al- 
lowances. The  increases  became 
effective  July  1  and  were  included 
in  that  month's  payments  mailed 
by  the  Pensions  Branch  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

Some  30,000  individual  files 
were  reviewed  by  the  Alberta  Pen- 
sions Board  in  bringing  all  pay- 
ments in  line  with  the  new  maxi- 
mum schedule. 

There  are  approximately  23,000 
pensions  and  allowances  financed 
wholly  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment and  approximately  7,000  pen- 
sions and  allowances  financed  by 
the  Provincial  and  Federal  Govern- 
ments jointly.  The  cost  to  Alberta 


will  be  well  over  $1,000,000  per 
annum.  The  increase  is  actually  due 
to  the  result  of  a  combination  rise 
in  maximum  payments  and  allow- 
able income. 

Under  the  new  provincial-federal 
agreement,  maximum  allowances 
are  raised  from  $40  per  month  to 
$46  a  month.  Allowable  income 
was  also  raised,  $120  a  year  for 
single  persons  and  $180  for  mar- 
ried persons.  As  under  the  old 
agreement,  the  federal  and  pro- 
vincial governments  share  costs  on 
a  50-50  basis  for  old  age  assistance 
and  disabled  persons  allowances. 
In  the  case  of  blind  persons'  allow- 
ances, the  province  bears  25  per- 
cent, as  formerly. 

Administrative  work  in  connec- 
tion with  payments  is  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Alberta  Pensions 
Board  under  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare. 


Comins  Events 


During  the  coming  year,  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many 
events  of  provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within 
Our  Borders  is  pleased  to  list  in  its  Coming  Events  column  all 
those  of  which  it  is  made  aware.  Infonnation  should  be  forwarded 
to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building,  Edmonton. 


July  15-16 

July  15-18 

July  15-20 

July  18-20 

July  18-21 

July  22-24 

July  23-24 

July  23-24 

July  24 

July  24 

July  24 

July  24-25 

July  25 

July  25-27 

July  25-27 

July  29-31 

July  31 

July  3 

July  29-31 

Aug.    1-  3 

Aug.    2-  3 

Aug. 

Aug, 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug.   8-  9 

Aug.  9 

Aug.  9 

Aug.  9-10 

Aug.  10-16 

Aug.  12-16 

Aug.  13 

Aug.  13-14 

Aug.  14 

Aug.  14-17 

Aug.  15-16 

Aug.  16 

Aug.  19-21 

Aug.  20-21 

Aug.  20-21 

Aug.  21 

Aug.  23-24 

Aug.  23 

Aug.  23 

Aug.  23-24 

Aug.  24 

Aug.  24 

Aug.  26-31 

Aug.  31  to 
Sept.  8 

Sept.  2 

Sept.  11 


3 
4 

5-  7 

6-  7 
6-  7 
8-  9 


Rodeo   _  _   

Canadian  Naturopathic  Ass'n 

Exhibition  

Rodeo   

Indian  Days  _.    

Agricultural  Fair   „  

Rodeo  

Agricultural  Fair   


  Cardston 

  Calgary 

  Edmonton 

 Medicine  Hat 

 JBanff 


.JLloydminster 


Trail  Riders  Pow  Wow  

Rodeo  ™  „... 

Rodeo  -  


 -  Clearwater  Lake 

 _    Rimbey 

„  „  -  £anll 

   _  JBruce 

 _  Gem 


Agricultural  Fair 

Rodeo  _  

Agricultural  Fair 
Rodeo  


.   Benalto 

 Benalto 

......Vermilion 

.-Lethbridge 
..Wetaskiwin 


 Imperial  Ranch 

.„  _  _  Carbon 

 -.Vegreville 

 ......Red  Deer 

 Lamont 


Agricultural  Fair     „.. 

Rodeo   „  

Dairy  Field  Day  

Annual  Fair    _  

Annual  Fair  „  „    

Annual  Fair  „. 

Annual  Fair  „    Grand  Centre 

Boating  Regatta,  Alberta  Championships   „    Drumheller 

Annual  Fair     _    Camrose 

Annual  Fair         Barrhead 

Annual  Fair  „  „  „  _  —    ..Grande  Prairie 

Annual  Fair  „  —   Athabasca 

Annual  Fair   Donnelly,  Falher,  Girouxville 

Dairy  Field  Day   „  _  ....Olds 


Dairy  Field  Day  

Annual  Fair    

Race  Meet  _       

Canadian  Teachers^  Federation  _  

Association  of  French  Educators  

Annual  Fair  

Annual  Fair   ._  „  „ 


.Betchton 
 Olds 


..JEdmonto 


 Edmonton 

   _  Edmonton 

 .Battle  River 

 Goose  Creek 

  Calgary 


Annual  Fair  Horse  Show  

Annual  Fair  _    _   High  Prairie 

Aha.  Assoc'n.  of  Optometrists  Educational  Seminar   Calgary 

Rodeo   _  Fort  St.  John 

Horticultural  Show   _    Edmonton 

Agricultural  Fair  „  Pincher  Creek 

Dairy  Field  Day   _„  „  Mayerthorpe 

Horticultural  Fair   Cardston 

Horticultural  Show  „  Calgary 

Agricultural  Fair  Wildwood 

Rodeo   JVorth  Peace 

Agricultural  Fair  JDarwell 


Agricultural  Fair  

Oilmen's  Golf  Tournament 


Canadian  Bar  Association 
Frontier  Days   


..Friddis-Millarvill  e 
 Banff 


Agricultural  Fair   


 Banff 

 Hazelton 

 Vauxhall 
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Safe  Water  Practises  ensure  Happy  Holiday 


In  rescuing  a  swimmer  in  dif- 
ficulty, tow  the  person  by  grasping 


the  head  as  shown. 


Stay  with  a  boat  in  the  event 
that  it  does  capsize.  An  overturned 
boat  or  canoe  will  float.  Hang  onto 

A  water  safety  campaign  jointly 
sponsored  by  the  Alberta  Safety 
Council  and  the  Canadian  Red 
Cross  is  bringing  helpful  safety 
hints  to  thousands  of  Alberta  resi- 
dents. The  increasing  number  of 
drowning  fatalities  in  recent  years 
has  emphasized  the  need  for  educa- 
tion in  water  safety.  It  is  hoped  the 
current  campaign  will  reduce  the 
toll  of  drownine;s. 


the  craft  or  hold  onto  another  per- 
son as  illustrated. 


Boat  and  water  safety  demonstra- 
tions are  conducted  by  the  staff 
of  the  Red  Cross  at  beaches,  pools 
and  summer  resorts.  In  addition 
approximately  60,000  Albertans 
have  become  proficient  swimmers 
as  a  result  of  tiie  "Learn  to  Swim" 
campaigns,  instituted  in  1947. 

Points  emphasized  in  the  demon- 
strations are  illustrated  in  the  ac- 
companving  photographs. 


Several  rescue  aides  such  as 
the  t  orpedo  buoy  are  available 
at  beaches,  pools  and  other  swim- 


esorts.  Allow  tli 


person  to  | 
him  afloat. 


the  l)iio\   lo  kiH'p 

Standmg  or  movmg  m  a  boat 
mvites  disaster.  Exercise  care  and 
caution  to  avoid  overturning.  All 


non-swimmers  in  a  boat  and  par- 
ticularly children  should  wear  an 
approved  type  life  jacket. 


Uprighting  an  overturned  ca- 
noe can  be  a  simple  task  if  proper 
care  is  exercised.  If  other  canoes 
are  in  the  area  have  them  assist  in 


illustrated  manner.  The  canoe  m 
background,  even  though  almost 
fully  submerged,  is  afloat.  Stay 
with  vour  craft  at  all  times. 


The  Holger-Neilson  method  of 
artificial  respiration  is  recognized 


the  best  to 


breathing. 


